
  

 
 
 

 
 

PROGRAMME 
Conductor: Carlos Vasquez 
Piano: Michael Berkovsky 

 
 

“Around The World in 80 Minutes” 
 
Gioachino Rossini Overture to La Gazza Ladra 
 

Edvard Grieg Piano Concerto in A minor           
Op.16 
I. Allegro moderato 
II. Andante con moto 
III. Rondo (Vivace) 

(15 minute intermission) 

Johann Strauss II Voices of Spring Waltz 
Op.410  

 

Inocente Carreño “Margariteña”                  
Glosa Sinfónica 

        

       Alexander Borodin Polovtsian Dances from 
Prince Igor (Nos. 8 & 17) 

 
 

                                              

 

 

  

 

  

NOTES 
 

Gioachino Rossini (1792-1868): Overture to La Gazza Ladra 
The Overture begins with a bold, military rattle of snare drums, a nod to the "thieving 
magpie" at the heart of this tale. Legend has it that the conductor for the premiere, 
fed up with Rossini’s procrastination, locked the composer in a top-floor room at La 
Scala the day before the curtain rose. Guarded by stagehands, Rossini was forced to 
write page by page, tossing each sheet out the window to copyists waiting below. 
The result is a masterpiece blending rhythmic wit with frantic, last-minute energy. 
 
Edvard Grieg (1843-1907): Piano Concerto in A minor Op.16 
From the opening timpani roll that leads to a dramatic piano entrance, the first 
movement alternates between moments of intense lyricism and dramatic flourishes, 
concluding with a virtuosic cadenza. The second movement is lyrical, in the distant 
key of D flat major and leads directly into the finale, which opens with an energetic 
Norwegian dance. A contrasting lyrical theme forms the basis of the middle section 
and that same theme is transformed into a “Hollywood style” conclusion.  
 
Johann Strauss II (1825-1899): Voices of Spring Waltz Op.410 
The famous grand entry is followed by the first waltz’s gentle and swirling melody. 
The second waltz invokes the joys of spring with the flute imitating birdsong and a 
pastoral scene. The plaintive and dramatic third waltz might suggest spring showers 
whereas the fourth waltz breaks away from the pensive mood with another cheerful 
melody. Finally, the familiar first waltz melody makes a grand reentrance followed 
by a breathless finish, the usual timpani drumroll, and warm brass flourish.  
 
Inocente Carreño (1919-2016): “Margariteña” Glosa Sinfónica 
The title refers both to the island of Margarita, Carreño’s birthplace, and to the 
Venezuelan song “Margarita is a Tear” that is the main theme. The theme is 
introduced by the solo horn and later played by the cello section. Episodes follow 
using two other traditional melodies, “Song of Pilon” and a vibrant version of “Song 
of Velorio”, punctuated by echoes of the opening in the horns. A brief pause leads 
to a playful treatment of the children’s song “Tiguitiguitos” before a return to the 
main theme that closes a landmark work of Venezuelan musical nationalism. 
 
Alexander Borodin (1833-1887): Polovtsian Dances from Prince Igor (Nos. 8 & 17) 
These dances are popular orchestral showpieces, performed with the choral parts 
omitted. No.8 (“Dance of the Polovtsian Maidens”) is a lively dance that opens with 
a virtuosic and long clarinet solo and continues with a driving rhythm. No.17 
(“Polovtsian Dance with Chorus”) is a series of dances in contrasting sections. The 
first dance (“Gliding Dance of the Maidens”) contains perhaps the most recognizable 
melody of the piece that appears numerous times.   
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